Current status of small bowel transplantation: a case study of transplant between identical twins.
Small bowel transplantation is coming of age. Although still considered an experimental procedure, much has been accomplished to bring this surgery closer to routine. This article describes the current status of small bowel transplantation and discusses the first successful small bowel transplantation between identical twins. The issues of workup, surgery, postoperative follow-up, common complications, and the history and future of small bowel transplantation are addressed.